languagecaster.com
learn English through football – the world’s most popular game

Podcast 26 / 2008-9 Worksheet
Argentina - The Clausura
(February 11 2009)

Background information
In Argentina, as in many South American countries, they play two seasons in the footballing year. The apertura and the clausura. The clausura season kicked off in Argentina
on the 6th of Februray.
A. Listening - Vocabulary and understanding
Listen to the first half of the report and fill in the gaps with the appropriate word or phrase. Then,
write the meaning of the word or phrase. (Each line = 1 word)
After a 1____________________ end to the apertura season in Argentina last year, which
ended in a three-way play off between Boca Juniors, San Lorenzo and Tigre, in which Boca
2____________________,

it’s time to restart the rivalries as the clausura season

3____________________

____________________ this weekend. Now, those three teams are

from Buenos Aires, the 4____________________ of Argentinian football, and with twelve of the
twenty teams in the top division coming from the city at the mouth of the Uruguay River and the
Parana River, it is 5____________________ that a team from outside the region will win the
Championship this time round, although Newell’s Old Boys from Rosario, 300 km northwest of
the Buenos Aires, and Estudiantes from La Plata, southeast of the capital, could go close.
So let’s take a look at some of the news before the season 6____________________
____________________.
Well, River Plate will be hoping that the return of Ariel Ortega, their 7____________________
star, from Independiente Rivadavia, and Marcelo Gallardo from MLS team DC United, will inspire their team to forget the 8____________________ of last season. They finished in last
place after having won the clausura in 2008. To make matters worse, as already
9____________________,

their bitter cross-town rivals, Boca, lifted the Championship. It re-

mains to be seen how Ortega 10____________________ ____________________ with coach
Simeone after the public disagreements that led to el Burrito being ‘advised’ to leave River last
year.
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B. Listening for Comprehension
Listen to the second half of the report. Answer the comprehension questions
1. What will the arrival of Carlos Bianchi at Boca do?

2. Was Carlos Bianchi more successful in Eorope or Argentina as a coach?

3. Why do Boca look like the team to beat this season?

4. Are Estudiantes de la Plata doing well in the Copa Libertadores?

5. Where are Newell’s Old Boys from?

6. Which team has come close to winning the championship in recent years?

7. Who does the writer tip to be Boca’s main rivals this season?

8. What captured the imagination (excited) of the Argentinian football fans in the 1970s?
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Podcast 26 / 2008-9 Answers
Argentina - The Clausura
(February 11 2009)

B. Listening - Vocabulary and understanding

Listen to the first half of the report and fill in the gaps with the appropriate word or phrase. Then,
write the meaning of the word or phrase. (Each line = 1 word)
After a 1 thrilling end to the apertura season in Argentina last year, which ended in a three-way
play off between Boca Juniors, San Lorenzo and Tigre, in which Boca 2 triumphed, it’s time to
restart the rivalries as the clausura season 3 gets underway this weekend. Now, those three
teams are from Buenos Aires, the 4 heartland of Argentinian football, and with twelve of the
twenty teams in the top division coming from the city at the mouth of the Uruguay River and the
Parana River, it is 5 unlikely that a team from outside the region will win the Championship this
time round, although Newell’s Old Boys from Rosario, 300 km northwest of the Buenos Aires,
and Estudiantes from La Plata, southeast of the capital, could go close.
So let’s take a look at some of the news before the season 6 kicks off .
Well, River Plate will be hoping that the return of Ariel Ortega, their 7 former star, from Independiente Rivadavia, and Marcelo Gallardo from MLS team DC United, will inspire their team to
forget the 8 disaster of last season. They finished in last place after having won the clausura in
2008. To make matters worse, as already 9 mentioned, their bitter cross-town rivals, Boca, lifted
the Championship. It remains to be seen how Ortega 10 gets on with coach Simeone after the
public disagreements that led to el Burrito being ‘advised’ to leave River last year.
1 exciting, gripping
2 won, were victorious
3 starts, begins
4 centre of support / power
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5 doubtful, not likely
6 starts, gets underway
7 previous, ex8 flop, catastrophe

9 said
10 relates to
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B. Listening for Comprehension
Listen to the second half of the report. Answer the comprehension questions
It will boost, increase, Boca’s chances of winning
1. What will the arrival of Carlos Bianchi at Boca do?
He was more successful in Argentina
2. Was Carlos Bianchi more successful in Eorope or Argentina as a coach?
The beat big rivals easily 2-0 in a pre-season friendly
3. Why do Boca look like the team to beat this season?
No. The scraped past Sporting Cristal 1-0. They were unconvincing.
4. Are Estudiantes
de la Plata doing well in the Copa Libertadores?
From Rosario

5. WhereTigre
are Newell’s Old Boys from?
San Lorenzo
6. Which team has come close to winning the championship in recent years?
The San Lorenzo team of the 1970s. Their free-flowing style of play.
7. Who does the writer tip to be Boca’s main rivals this season?

8. What captured the imagination (excited) of the Argentinian football fans in the 1970s?
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Podcast 26 / 2008-9 Transcript
Argentina - The Clausura
(February 11 2009)

After a thrilling end to the apertura season in Argentina last year, which ended in a three-way play
off between Boca Juniors, San Lorenzo and Tigre, in which Boca triumphed, it’s time to restart the
rivalries as the clausura season gets underway this weekend. Now, those three teams are from
Buenos Aires, the heartland of Argentinian football, and with twelve of the twenty teams in the top
division coming from the city at the mouth of the Uruguay River and the Parana River, it is unlikely
that a team from outside the region will win the Championship this time round, although Newell’s
Old Boys from Rosario, 300 km northwest of the Buenos Aires, and Estudiantes from La Plata,
southeast of the capital, could go close.
So let’s take a look at some of the news before the season kicks off.
Well, River Plate will be hoping that the return of Ariel Ortega, their former star, from Independiente
Rivadavia, and Marcelo Gallardo from MLS team DC United, will inspire their team to forget the
disaster of last season. They finished in last place after having won the clausura in 2008. To make
matters worse, as already mentioned, their bitter cross-town rivals, Boca, lifted the Championship.
It remains to be seen how Ortega gets on with coach Simeone after the public disagreements that
led to el Burrito being ‘advised’ to leave River last year
While Carlos Ischia remains as coach, Boca will be boosted by the arrival of a new director of football, Carlos Bianchi. Bianchi has coached in Europe with AS Roma and Atletico Madrid, and more
successfully in Argentina with Velez Sarsfield, his old team, and Boca. They look like the team to
beat especially after beating River Plate 2-0 in a pre-season warm up earlier this week.
Estudiantes de la Plata – the rat stabbers - scraped through to the next round of the Copa Libertadores with an unconvincing 1-0 victory over Sporting Cristal of Peru: goal difference saved them,
and on this showing they look unlikely to mount a serious challenge in 2009.
Tigre and Newell’s Old Boys clashed in an exciting game this week, with the team from Rosario,
Old Boys, beating the outfit from the capital. While Tigre have come close to winning the championship in the last few years, my money is on the old powerhouse from the barrio, San Lorenzo to
wrestle the crown from their more, recently, illustrious Buenos Aires rivals, Boca. Could they regain
their glory days of the early seventies when their players were courted by teams like Barcelona
and their free-flowing style of play captured the imagination of the Argentinian footballing public?
Probably not, but they may sneak the Apertura in 2009.
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