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Podcast 17 Worksheet  

The Champions League 
By Damian Fitzpatrick (February 23rd 2007) 

Pre-Listening (Background information) 
The Champions League has reached the knock out stage with 16 teams left in the competition. 
Teams mentioned in the report 
Barcelona, Real Madrid, Bayern Munich, Inter Milan, AC Milan, Liverpool, Porto, Lyon, Arsenal and 
Chelsea. 
John Terry is the captain of Chelsea and Jose Mourinho is the manager of Chelsea 
 
A. Main idea  
Listen to the first part of the report and explain if these statements are true or false. 
 

1.   T / F  There are 18 teams left in the competition. 

 

 

 

2.   T / F  Teams play two matches against their opponents. 

 

 

 

3.  T / F  Barcelona won the Cup last year. 

 

 

 

4.  T / F Four teams from the same city are mentioned in the first part of the report. 

 

 

 

5.  T / F Chelsea have won the Champions League before. 

 

 

 

6.  T / F Damian interviews some football fans in England. 
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B. Listening - vocabulary 
Listen to the next part of the report and fill in the gaps with an appropriate word. 
 

Damian: We’ve got Gareth, Duncan and Adrian from England and I’m going to ask their  

(1) __________________ on the Champions League. Who is going to win the Champions League 

this year? 

Gareth: I think it might be a repeat of last year I (2) _________________Barcelona to do it. They’ve 

got the team, got the experience, been there before. Maybe an outside chance, Man United. It would 

be nice seeing it come back.  

Adrian: Well, I’d have to say, I would think I wouldn’t look any (3) ________________ than Barcelona 

but I think Manchester United have got a very good chance this year playing good football in a  

(4) _________________ league, and I think, you know, they’ve done it before.  

Damian: Duncan, pick a winner. 

Duncan: I’d say Man U they’re doing well in the league, they’ve got a good strong squad. 

Damian: How about any dark (5) _________________ to win it?  

Adrian: I think the Italian teams, you know, they always put up a good fight, I mean they’re always 

tough to beat. If they get a goal ahead you’ve got your work (6) __________ / ________. But I don’t 

know, I don’t think there is really the flair at the moment in Italy, you know, to really, to really go on 

and win it.  

Gareth: But no one’s (7) ___________________ Chelsea yet.  

Damian: Can they win it? 

Gareth: Yes, they can, depends if John Terry’s back or not.  

Adrian: Yes, they’ve certainly got the players, they’ve certainly got (8) ___________________ in the 

squad, if they could click then they could blow anyone away. But, you know … it’s not really 

happening and I don’t think they’ve got the balance in the team right. 

Gareth: Chelsea are playing Porto in the next round? 

Damian: Chelsea play Porto, Real Madrid play Bayern Munich, Manchester … 

Gareth:  Lot of grudge matches there … 

Damian: There is yes … 

Gareth:  Bayern Munich are really up for their (9) __________________, so I am told, they’ve been 

beaten the last couple of times, I think. 

Adrian: Bayern Munich, I mean, you know they are, I don’t know, I think they are probably not the 

team they were but they’re still dangerous. It’s a cup, you know, (10) _________________ can win. 
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C. Comprehension 
Listen to the report and answer the following questions. 

 
1. What does Gareth mean when he says, ‘It would be nice seeing it come back.’ 

 

 

 

2. What does Adrian mean when he says, ‘Italian teams always put up a good fight’? 

 

 

 

3. Why does Adrian think Chelsea will not win the Champions League? 

 

 

 

4. Give an example of a ‘grudge match’ mentioned in the report. 

 

 

 

5. Why does Paul think his team will not win the Champions League this season? 

 

 

 

6. Which team does Paul think has an outside chance to win the Champions League? 
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Podcast 17 Worksheet - ANSWERS 

The Champions League 
 
A. Main idea  
Listen to the first part of the report and explain if these statements are true or false. 
 

1.   T / F  There are 18 teams left in the competition. 

  16 teams left 

 

2.   T / F  Teams play two matches against their opponents. 

  they will play over two games, home and away 

 

3.  T / F  Barcelona won the Cup last year. 

  The holders, Barcelona 

 

4.  T / F Four teams from the same city are mentioned in the first part of the report. 

Two from Milan - Inter Milan, AC Milan / two from London Arsenal and Chelsea.  

 

5.  T / F Chelsea have won the Champions League before. 

  trying to win their first ever Champions League, including Chelsea 

 

6.  T / F Damian interviews some football fans in England. 

  football fans from England holidaying in Thailand 

 
B. Listening - vocabulary 
1. opinions 
2. fancy 
3. further 
4. tough 
5. horses 

6. cut out 
7. mentioned 
8. depth 
9. revenge 
10. anyone 

 
C. Comprehension 
Listen to the report and answer the following questions. 
1. What does Gareth mean when he says, ‘It would be nice seeing it come back.’ 

 He would like to see an English team winning the Champions League 

 

2. What does Adrian mean when he says, ‘Italian teams always put up a good fight’? 

 That Italian teams are hard to beat. 

 

 



languagecaster.com 
learn English through football – the world’s most popular game 

 5 

 

3. Why does Adrian think Chelsea will not win the Champions League? 

 They do not have the right balance 

 

4. Give an example of a ‘grudge match’ mentioned in the report. 

 Porto-Chelsea and Real Madrid-Bayern Munich 

 

5. Why does Paul think his team will not win the Champions League this season? 

 Because they are concentrating on the Premier League 

 

6. Which team does Paul think has an outside chance to win the Champions League? 

 AC Milan 

 

Podcast 17 Worksheet  

Transcript 

The Champions League 
By Damian Fitzpatrick (February 23rd 2007) 

 
Yes, the Champions League is back and we’ve reached the knock-out stage with 16 teams left in the 

competition. Of course, they will play over two games, home and away, to decide which 8 teams will 

play off in the quarter finals. So, the big names, of course, are there. The holders, Barcelona, former 

winners, Real Madrid, Bayern Munich, Inter Milan, AC Milan, Liverpool and, of course, teams that are 

trying to win their first ever Champions League, including the two London sides, Arsenal and Chelsea.  

So, which team will win the Champions League this year?  I caught up with some football fans from 

England holidaying in Thailand and this is what they had to say.  

 

Damian: We’ve got Gareth, Duncan and Adrian from England and I’m going to ask their opinions on 

the Champions League. Who is going to win the Champions League this year? 

Gareth: I think it might be a repeat of last year I fancy Barcelona to do it. They’ve got the team, got 

the experience, been there before. Maybe an outside chance, Man United. It would be nice seeing it 

come back.  

Adrian: Well, I’d have to say, I would think I wouldn’t look any further than Barcelona but I think 

Manchester United have got a very good chance this year playing good football in a tough league, 

and I think, you know, they’ve done it before.  

Damian: Duncan, pick a winner. 

Duncan: I’d say Man U they’re doing well in the league, they’ve got a good strong squad. 

Damian: How about any dark horses to win it?  
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Adrian: I think the Italian teams, you know, they always put up a good fight, I mean they’re always 

tough to beat. If they get a goal ahead you’ve got your work cut out. But I don’t know, I don’t think 

there is really the flair at the moment in Italy, you know, to really, to really go on and win it.  

Gareth: But no one’s mentioned Chelsea yet.  

Damian: Can they win it? 

Gareth: Yes, they can, depends if John Terry’s back or not.  

Adrian: Yes, they’ve certainly got the players, they’ve certainly got depth in the squad, if they could 

click then they could blow anyone away. But, you know … it’s not really happening and I don’t think 

they’ve got the balance in the team right. 

Gareth: Chelsea are playing Porto in the next round? 

Damian: Chelsea play Porto, Real Madrid play Bayern Munich, Manchester … 

Gareth:  Lot of grudge matches there … 

Damian: There is yes … 

Gareth:  Bayern Munich are really up for their revenge, so I am told, they’ve been beaten the last 

couple of times, I think. 

Adrian: Bayern Munich, I mean, you know they are, I don’t know, I think they are probably not the 

team they were but they’re still dangerous. It’s a cup, you know, anyone can win. 

 

Now back in Tokyo with a Manchester United supporter and this is what he had to say. 

 

Damian: OK Paul, which team do you think will win the Champions League this year? 

Paul: Well, I’m going to go for Chelsea, I’m not exactly a big Chelsea fan but I think they’ve got a 

good draw, they’ve got Porto and I think Mourinho will know how to beat Porto because he was there 

of course. I think that’s the big thing they want to win. 

Damian:  So you don’t think Manchester United, your team, are going to win the Champions League 

this year? 

Paul:  No, I think they’ve got their hearts set on winning the Premiership and I think they could win it 

but I think it’s of secondary importance. 

Damian: How about a dark horse winner this year? 

Paul: Well, that‘s a good question, Milan perhaps, they’re always strong in Champions League.  


