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2013 Ballon d’Or Award 

  January 16th 2014 

This week's listening report takes a look back at the Ballon d'Or 2013 award. Listen to the 
report by clicking here and answer the worksheet’s questions below. There are also answers 
and a transcript, as well as vocabulary support at the end of this worksheet.  
 
A. Main Idea – Note taking 
Listen to the report and fill in the table with appropriate information 
 

 
 
 

History 

 

 
 

2013 
Candidates 

 
 
 
  

 
 

Winners 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 
B. Main Idea – True / False 
Listen to the whole report and choose whether the following statements are true or false 
 

1.  T | F The first Ballon d’Or was awarded in 1956. 

    

2. T | F The competition was started by an English football magazine. 

    
3.  T | F  The award became the FIFA Ballon d’Or in 1995. 
    
 
4.  T | F Only national team managers can vote for the FIFA Ballon d’Or winner. 

   
 
5.  T | F Ronaldo has won the competition more times than Messi. 
    
 
6. T | F German players won both best female player and best goal awards.  
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C. Listening - prepositions 
Listen to the first part of the report and fill in the gaps with the appropriate preposition. The first is  
done as an example.  
 
The Ballon d’Or (or ‘Golden Ball’) award is presented (a) to the best player (b) _______ the 

world each year but when this award first started back (c) _______ 1956 only European 

players were eligible (d) _______ win it. According (e) ______ the football statistics page (f) 

________ rsssf.com, the competition was started (g) ______ French football magazine 

‘France Football’ who awarded the first ever European Player (h) ______ the Year trophy (i) 

_____ Englishman Stanley Matthews, (j) ______ the following year’s accolade going (k) 

_______ Real Madrid star Alfredo di Stefano. (l) ______ 1995 a player (m) ______ 

anywhere (n) ______ the world could win the award as long as he was playing (o) ______ 

Europe – Liberian George Weah won that year (p) ________ his fantastic performances (q) 

_____ AC Milan. (r) ______ 2010, the competition combined (s) _________ FIFA‘s World 

Player (t) ________ the Year (u) __________ become the FIFA Ballon d’Or. 

 
D. Listening for detail - numbers 
Listen to the whole report and complete the table with appropriate information about the numbers  
mentioned in the report.  
 
  Di Stefano won the award 

  A player from anywhere in world could win it 

Five   

Four times   

More than 100   

  The number of matches Ronaldo played in 2013 

66   
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ANSWERS – 2013-14 Premier League Preview 

B. Main Idea – True / False 
Listen to the whole report and choose whether the following statements are true or false 
 

1.  T | F The first Ballon d’Or was awarded in 1956. 

  True.  

2. T | F The competition was started by an English football magazine. 

  False. It was a French magazine (France Football) 
 
3.  T | F  The award became the FIFA Ballon d’Or in 1995. 
  False. This happened in 2010. 
 
4.  T | F Only national team managers can vote for the FIFA Ballon d’Or winner. 

False. National team captains and some journalists.  
 
5.  T | F Ronaldo has won the competition more times than Messi. 
  False. Cristiano Ronaldo won his second Ballon d’Or trophy, while  

Messi has four.  
 
6.  T | F German players won best female player and best goal.  
  False. A Swedish player won the best goal award.   
 
 

C. Listening - prepositions 
Listen to the first part of the report and fill in the gaps with the appropriate preposition. The first is  
done as an example.  
 
The Ballon d’Or (or ‘Golden Ball’) award is presented to the best player in the world each 

year but when this award first started back in 1956 only European players were eligible to 

win it. According to the football statistics page at rsssf.com, the competition was started by 

French football magazine ‘France Football’ who awarded the first ever European Player of 

the Year trophy to Englishman Stanley Matthews, with the following year’s accolade going 

to Real Madrid star Alfredo di Stefano. In 1995 a player from anywhere in the world could 

win the award as long as he was playing in Europe – Liberian George Weah won that year 

after his fantastic performances for AC Milan. In 2010, the competition combined with 

FIFA‘s World Player of the Year to become the FIFA Ballon d’Or. 
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D. Listening for detail - numbers 
Listen to the whole report and complete the table with appropriate information about the numbers  
mentioned in the report.  
 
1957 Di Stefano won the award 

1995 A player from anywhere in world could win it 

Five Number of points given to first choice 

Four times Messi has won the award four times 

More than 100 Ronaldo won by more than 100 points 

56 The number of matches Ronaldo played in 2013 

66 The number of goals Ronaldo scored in 2013 
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Transcript: 2013 Ballon d’Or  
 
History 

The Ballon d’Or (or ‘Golden Ball’) award is presented to the best player in the world each 

year but when this award first started back in 1956 only European players were eligible to 

win it. According to the football statistics page at rsssf.com, the competition was started by 

French football magazine ‘France Football’ who awarded the first ever European Player of 

the Year trophy to Englishman Stanley Matthews, with the following year’s accolade going 

to Real Madrid star Alfredo di Stefano. In 1995 a player from anywhere in the world could 

win the award as long as he was playing in Europe – Liberian George Weah won that year 

after his fantastic performances for AC Milan. In 2010, the competition combined with FIFA‘s 

World Player of the Year to become the FIFA Ballon d’Or. 

 

Candidates 

All national team captains and managers, along with a selection of football journalists, are 

eligible to vote for their favourite players of the year. They give five points for their first 

choice, three for their second choice and one for third. These scores are then counted; 

leaving the top three candidates. This year, Real Madrid’s star forward Ronaldo was up 

against four-time winner Lionel Messi and European Champions League and Bundesliga 

winner Franck Ribery. There are a host of other awards including best female player, best 

goal, coach of the year, as well as a fair play award. 

 

The Winners 

Cristiano Ronaldo won his second Ballon d’Or trophy by more than 100 points from Leo 

Messi despite not winning any major trophies with his side Real Madrid. He did however 

help his country Portugal to the World Cup finals and scored a remarkable 66 goals in 56 

matches during 2013. The best female player award went to German goalkeeper Nadine 

Angerer who helped her country win the European Championship with two penalty saves in 

the final. Another German, Jupp Heynckes, won the award for best coach after guiding 

Bayern Munich to a treble: The Cup, the League and the Champions League. The best goal 

of the year went to PSG forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic for an outrageously good goal for 

Sweden against England in a game he also notched four goals. 
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Related Links 

• FIFA‘s page on the Ballon d’Or 

• BBC’s report on Ronaldo’s win 

 

Football vocabulary and phrases used in this week’s listening report 

• were eligible to: Were allowed to 

• accolade:  award 

• candidates: Best choices 

• was up against: In competition with 

• a host of: A selection of 

• an outrageously good goal: A really good goal; spectacular 

• notched four goals: He scored four times 

 


