
This week's English for football phrase is 'twelfth man'. This term is used to refer to the 
fans of a team. Each team in football has 11 players on the pitch, but if the fans are 
particularly loud in their support they can help their team, they can encourage them. When 
this happens the fans are called the twelfth man - they have the effect of an extra player: 
the game is now 11 vs 12. Before the Liverpool v Chelsea game in the Champions League 
John Terry, Chelsea's captain, said he wasn't going to let Anfield's 12th man affect their 
performance - he was right. This time Anfield's twelfth man, the fans, couldn't help their 
team to victory. Many teams refer to their fans as the 12th man, and fans themselves will 
also carry banners calling themselves the 12th man.

The twelfth man. 


