
Podcast 18 / 2008-9 Worksheet
The Club World Cup 2008

(December 13 2008)

Pre-Listening /Background information

The Champions from the six FIFA federations take part in this annual competition held in 
Tokyo. This year Adelaide United, Waitakere United, Gamba Osaka, Al Ahly, Pachuca, 
Manchester United and LDU Quito are taking part.

A. Main idea
Listen to the whole report and the speaker’s opinions. Write the teams in the schedule below. Re-
member write what the speaker thinks will happen (which teams will win and go to the next 
rounds)

Waitakere United

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

Doesn’t say

Manchester Utd

______________
______________

______________13 Dec

14 Dec12 Dec 18 Dec

17 Dec

21 Dec

V V

V

V

V

V

                                               Quarter Final                     Semi Finals                          Final

B. Comprehension
Listen to the report again. True (T) or false (F). If it is false, re-write the sentence.

1. _______  This is the fifth time in a row the competition has taken place in Japan.

2. _______  The speaker thinks last year’s final was a good match.

3. _______  The J-League winners last year and this year were Gamba Osaka.
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4. _______  Last year, Waikatere lost in the first round.

5. _______  The winners of the first game will play thee next game against Gamba in Tokyo.

6. _______  Al-Ahly are an older club than Pachuca.

7. _______  The speaker thinks the game between Al-Ahly and Pachuca will be a good one.

8. _______  LDU Quito were favourites to win the Copa Libatadores.

9. _______  Manchester United are the only British club to have won a world club title.

10. _______  Next year, the competition will be held in Tokyo again

C. Comprehension
Match the teams with a phrase on the right.

____ Manchester United a.  their nickname is the ‘gophers’

____ Adelaide b.  had a disappointing season

____ Osaka c.  came second in the Asian Champions League (ACL)

____ LDU Quito d.  a successful team on their continent

____ Pachuca e.  will try to be the first club from their country to win

____ Waikatere f.  probably the weakest side

____ Al-Ahly g. winners in 1999
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Podcast 18 / 2008-9 Worksheet Answers
The Club World Cup 2008

(December 13 2008)

A. Main idea
Listen to the whole report and the speaker’s opinions. Write the teams in the schedule below. Re-
member write what the speaker thinks will happen (which teams will win and go to the next 
rounds)

Waitakere United

Adelaide United

Adelaide United

Gamba Osaka

Al-Ahly

Pachuca

LDU Quito

Doesn’t say

Manchester Utd

Gamba Osaka
Manchester Utd

LDU Quito13 Dec

14 Dec12 Dec 18 Dec

17 Dec

21 Dec

V V

V

V

V

V

                                               Quarter Final                     Semi Finals                          Final

B. Comprehension
Listen to the report again. True (T) or false (F). If it is false, re-write the sentence.

1. _______  This is the fifth time in a row the competition has taken place in Japan.

This is the fourth time in a row (running) the...

2. _______  The speaker thinks last year’s final was a good match.

3. _______  The J-League winners last year and this year were Gamba Osaka.

last year’s and this year’s J-league winners were Kashima.

4. _______  Last year, Waikatere lost in the first round.

5. _______  The winners of the first game will play thee next game against Gamba in Tokyo.

The winners will play in Toyota.

6. _______  Al-Ahly are an older club than Pachuca.

Al-Alhy were founded in 1907 and Pachuca in 1901
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7. _______  The speaker thinks the game between Al-Ahly and Pachuca will be a good one.

8. _______  LDU Quito were favourites to win the Copa Libatadores.

They were dark horse winners (surprise winners).

9. _______  Manchester United are the only British club to have won a world club title.

10. _______  Next year, the competition will be held in Tokyo again

Next year it will be held in Abu Dhabi.

C. Comprehension
Match the teams with a phrase on the right.

____ Manchester United a.  their nickname is the ‘gophers’

____ Adelaide b.  had a disappointing season

____ Osaka c.  came second in the Asian Champions League (ACL)

____ LDU Quito d.  a successful team on their continent

____ Pachuca e.  will try to be the first club from their country to win

____ Waikatere f.  probably the weakest side

____ Al-Ahly g. winners in 1999
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Season 2008 / 9 - Podcast 18 - Transcripts
The Club World Cup 2008

The Club World Cup kicks off in Japan this week, and it is the fourth year running that 
FIFA’s club championship has been held there. This time last year we were treated to a 
great final between the big guns from Europe and South America, AC Milan and Boca Jun-
iors. The Milanese won that thriller 4-2. What hope this year of a non-European, or non-
South American side winning or even getting to the final? Well, let’s take a look at the 
teams in the tournament.

Well, first of all we have seven teams, not six starting. As Gamba Osaka, the reigning 
Asian Champions Cup champions are the Japanese representatives. Usually, it is the J-
league champions - last year, and this year, it was Kashima Antlers, but as there cannot be 
two Japanese sides, the runners up in the ACL, Adelaide step in and will face New Zeal-
enders and the Oceania Champions, Waitakere United. Now, last year Waikatere went out 
in the first game losing 3-1 and you can expect the same here. Forget the fact that New 
Zealand and Australia are sporting rivals, the side from Adelaide should have too much for 
the boys from New Zealand.

The winner of this game will play Gamba Osaka, who finished a disappointing eighth in 
their domestic league. They will be expecting to meet, and beat, Adelaide, repeating their 
comfortable victory in the ACL finals - that fixture finished 5-0 on aggregate. That match 
will take place in Toyota on the 14th of December.

A day before in Tokyo, Al-Ahly from Egypt, bring real history and pedigree from their do-
mestic league and African football to the Club Championship. Celebrating their 100th anni-
versary last year, with a domestic record 33 championships, the Egyptians will be no push 
overs for Pachuca, the gophers, from Mexico, the CONCACAF champions. While this out-
fit has only been in the top flight for 10 years, it is the oldest club in Mexico - founded in 
1901. This game may be one of the most entertaining.

On the 17th and 18th the giants enter the competition. LDU Quito, the dark horse winners 
of the Copa Libatadores, will take on the winers of the Al-Ahly v Pachuca game, while 
Manchester United will pit their stars against either Osaka, Adelaide or Waitakere. Fergu-
son has been reminding the British press that his team from Manchester are the only Brit-
ish team to have won one of the various world club championships - back in 1999. Can 
they do it? They’ll probably have to dispatch a passionate Osaka side backed by a home 
crowd on a cold Yokohama night, and then, probably, LDU - and the Ecuadoreans, who 
were the first side from their country to win the Copa Libertadores, will also want to be the 
first club from their country to raise the World Club Championship.

By the way, if you fancy tickets for next year's competition it won’t be so cold - it's going to 
be held in Abu Dhabi.
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