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Podcast 24 Worksheet

The Championship Promotion Race
By Hans von Dietze (April 12th, 2007)

Background
The Championship used to be known as the Second Division. The top two teams automatically are
promoted to the premier league, while one more team is promoted. The third team is chosen from the
3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th placed teams in a play off.

Roy Keene is the manager of Sunderland

Pre-Listening
A. Vocabulary
Before listening match the words with their meanings.

1. ….. promotion

2. ….. to vye

3. ….. to cling on

4. ….. contender

5. ….. the form team

6. ….. to falter

7. ….. squad

a. moving up (a league, or rank)

b. to compete

c. cannot be divided

d. to desperately hold on to

e. team

f. to become weaker

g. someone with a chance to win

Listening
A. Main ideas

1.  T / F Sunderland are favourites to be promoted.

2.  T / F Derby have been playing very well recently..

3. T / F Keane has improved Sunderland.

4. T / F It seems clear that Derby will finish ahead of Birmingham.

5. T / F The reporter thinks it is going to be very difficult to pick the last team to be promoted.



languagecaster.com
learn English through football – the world’s most popular game

2

B. Listening - vocabulary
Listen again and fill in the gaps with an appropriate word.

Let’s have a look at the race for ……………………………….. to the Premiership – The Championship.

And it’s come down to a three-horse race. Currently Sunderland are top with Derby sitting right

……………………………….. them in second and Birmingham on third. Those three times are the

ones vying ……………………………….. the automatic promotion spots. Of course, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th

will get a play off to find one more promotion team.

Sunderland are on a hot run at the moment having won many games and unbeaten in their last

sixteen. However, Derby County who were top for a long time are now finding it hard to win games

having drawn their last two. They are clinging ……………………………….. second ahead of

Birmingham, who also are faltering at the wrong end of the season. Birmingham City have lost their

last two by one goal to zero and finding it very hard to score goals. Sunderland seem to be the form

team. Keane has come in and changed them from a team that was staring

……………………………….. relegation early in the season and now to become a title contender. It

seems quite obvious that they will get promoted given that there are only four games to go.

Between Derby and Birmingham it is anyone’s guess, But Birmingham are four points behind with a

game ……………………………….. hand and must be feeling the pressure. I would like to think Derby

will go up with Sunderland in the automatic spots. Then the four remaining teams are playing off

……………………………….. one spot. That would leave Birmingham, West Brom, perhaps Preston

and also Southampton. And of these four teams it’s anyone’s guess. Whoever has the form on the

day will win. My pick here would be West Bromwich Albion. They have a strong squad and although

they’ve lost a few games ……………………………….. the way they will definitely be a force in the

playoffs. So three teams to be promoted. My picks: Sunderland first, Derby County second, and West

Bromwich Albion third. All in the Premiership next season.
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Podcast 24 Worksheet - ANSWERS
The Championship Promotion Race

Pre-Listening
A. Vocabulary
Before listening match the words with their meanings.

1. …a.. promotion

2. …b.. to vye

3. …d.. to cling on

4. …g.. contender

5. …c.. the form team

6. …f.. to falter

7. …e.. squad

a. moving up (a league, or rank)

b. to compete

c. recently winning a lot

d. to desperately hold on to

e. team

f. to become weaker

g. someone with a chance to win

Listening
A. Main ideas

1.  T / F Sunderland are favourites to be promoted.

It seems quite obvious that they will get promoted given that there are only four games to go.

2.  T / F Derby have been playing very well recently.

However, Derby County who were top for a long time are now finding it hard to win games

having drawn their last two.

3. T/ F Keane has improved Sunderland.

Keane has come in and changed them from a team that was staring at relegation early in the

season and now to become a title contender.

4. T / F It seems clear that Derby will finish ahead of Birmingham.

Between Derby and Birmingham it is anyone’s guess…

5. T / F The reporter thinks it is going to be very difficult to pick the last team to be promoted.

And of these four teams it’s anyone’s guess. Whoever has the form on the day will win.
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B. Listening - vocabulary
Listen again to the report and fill in the gaps with an appropriate word.

Let’s have a look at the race for promotion to the Premiership – The Championship. And it’s

come down to a three-horse race. Currently Sunderland are top with Derby sitting right

behind them in second and Birmingham on third. Those three times are the ones vying for
the automatic promotion spots. Of course, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th will get a play off to find one

more promotion team.

Sunderland are on a hot run at the moment having won many games and unbeaten in their

last sixteen. However, Derby County who were top for a long time are now finding it hard to

win games having drawn their last two. They are clinging to second ahead of Birmingham,

who also are faltering at the wrong end of the season. Birmingham City have lost their last

two by one goal to zero and finding it very hard to score goals. Sunderland seem to be the

form team. Keane has come in and changed them from a team that was staring at relegation

early in the season and now to become a title contender. It seems quite obvious that they

will get promoted given that there are only four games to go.

Between Derby and Birmingham it is anyone’s guess, But Birmingham are four points

behind with a game in hand and must be feeling the pressure. I would like to think Derby will

go up with Sunderland in the automatic spots. Then the four remaining teams are playing off

for one spot. That would leave Birmingham, West Brom, perhaps Preston and also

Southampton. And of these four teams it’s anyone’s guess. Whoever has the form on the

day will win. My pick here would be West Bromwich Albion. They have a strong squad and

although they’ve lost a few games along the way they will definitely be a force in the

playoffs. So three teams to be promoted. My picks: Sunderland first, Derby County second,

and West Bromwich Albion third. All in the Premiership next season.
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Podcast 24 Worksheet

Transcript

The Championship Promotion Race
By Hans von Dietze, 12th April 2007

Let’s have a look at the race for promotion to the Premiership – The Championship. And it’s

come down to a three-horse race. Currently Sunderland are top with Derby sitting right

behind them in second and Birmingham on third. Those three times are the ones vying for

the automatic promotion spots. Of course, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th will get a play off to find one

more promotion team.

Sunderland are on a hot run at the moment having won many games and unbeaten in their

last sixteen. However, Derby County who were top for a long time are now finding it hard to

win games having drawn their last two. They are clinging to second ahead of Birmingham,

who also are faltering at the wrong end of the season. Birmingham City have lost their last

two by one goal to zero and finding it very hard to score goals. Sunderland seem to be the

form team. Keane has come in and changed them from a team that was staring at relegation

early in the season and now to become a title contender. It seems quite obvious that they

will get promoted given that there are only four games to go.

Between Derby and Birmingham it is anyone’s guess, But Birmingham are four points

behind with a game in hand and must be feeling the pressure. I would like to think Derby will

go up with Sunderland in the automatic spots. Then the four remaining teams are playing off

for one spot. That would leave Birmingham, West Brom, perhaps Preston and also

Southampton. And of these four teams it’s anyone’s guess. Whoever has the form on the

day will win. My pick here would be West Bromwich Albion. They have a strong squad and

although they’ve lost a few games along the way they will definitely be a force in the

playoffs. So three teams to be promoted. My picks: Sunderland first, Derby County second,

and West Bromwich Albion third. All in the Premiership next season.


