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Podcast 21 Worksheet

Football in Brazil
By Damon Brewster (March 21st. 2007)

Pre-Listening
A. Players and Teams
In this report you will hear these players mentioned: Pele, Zico, Ronaldo, and Ronaldino
In this report you will hear these teams mentioned: Corinthians, Sao Paulo, Flamengo, Palmeiras,
Vasco de Gama, Santos, Gremio, Internacional, Botafogo, and Madureira from Brazil and Necaxa
from Mexico.

B. Vocabulary
Before listening match the words with their meanings.

1. ….. automatically

2. ..a.. incorporate

3. ….. inseparable

4. ….. admired

5. ….. complicated

6. ….. relegated

7. ….. baffling

a. include

b. confusing

c. cannot be divided

d. naturally

e. difficult

f. thought well of

g. put in a lower position

Listening
A. main ideas

1.  T / F Most people think that football is popular in Brazil.

2.  T / F Not many children try to copy Brazilian players because they are too skillful.

3. T / F The league system in Brazil is difficult to understand.
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4. T / F The report says that the state leagues are more important than the national leagues.

5. T / F There have been many changes in the leagues’ systems.

6. T / F Santos are having a successful year so far.

B. Listening - vocabulary
Listen again to the first part of the report and fill in the gaps with an appropriate word.

Yes, it might seem …………………. that we haven’t talked about football in Brazil until now.

After all when you say sport and Brazil, everyone would …………………. think - football. And

football is of course as much a part of Brazilian …………………. and life as the rhythm of

………………….. Indeed this street music often incorporates lyrics about football as well as

about love and ………………….. Brazil and football, football and Brazil: the two are

…………………., and the passion with which Brazilians play the game is admired around the

world. Every football fan knows of Pele, Zico, Ronaldo, and Ronaldino and ………………….

around the world are full of children …………………. to copy the ball skills, and free flowing

style that characterizes Brazilian football.

C. Listening - Comprehension
Listen to the rest of the report again and answer the following questions.

1. There are two reasons why people know about Brazilian football. One is because of the Brazilian

national team. What is the second reason?

2. What kind of leagues do Brazilian teams play in?
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3. How many teams does the national league have in leagues A and B?

4. When was there a match fixing scandal?

5. In which state is the Paulista league held?

6. Who won the Brazilian Championship last year?

7. Which team did Pele play for?

8. Who are leading Sao Paulo’s group in the Copa Libetedores?
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Podcast 21 Worksheet - ANSWERS
Football in Brazil

Pre-Listening
B. Vocabulary
Before listening match the words with their meanings.

1 ..d.. automatically

2 ..a.. incorporate

3 ..c. inseparable

4 ..f.. admired

5 ..e..complicated

6 ..g.. relegated

7 ..b.. baffling

a. include

b. confusing

c. cannot be divided

d. naturally

e. difficult

f. thought well of

g. put in a lower position

Listening
A. main ideas

1.  T / F Most people think that football is popular in Brazil.

After all when you say sport and Brazil, everyone would automatically think - football.

2.  T / F Not many children try to copy Brazilian players because they are too skillful.

…streets around the world are full of children trying to copy the ball skills, and free flowing
style that characterizes Brazilian football.

3. T / F The league system in Brazil is difficult to understand.

What is football like in Brazil? Well, it’s complicated.

4. T / F The report says that the state leagues are more important than the national leagues.

…but it also makes it difficult to decide which is the most important, the powerful State

leagues, like Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo or the Brazilian Championship…



languagecaster.com
learn English through football – the world’s most popular game

5

5. T / F There have been many changes in the leagues’ systems.

And it was in a state of continual change up until a few years ago.

6. T / F Santos are having a successful year so far.

Santos, the former team of arguably the most famous footballer in history, Pele, are leading

Sao Paulo by one point in the race to be crowned champions.

B. Listening - vocabulary
Listen again to the first part of the report and fill in the gaps with an appropriate word.

Yes, it might seem strange that we haven’t talked about football in Brazil until now. After all

when you say sport and Brazil, everyone would automatically think - football. And football is

of course as much a part of Brazilian culture and life as the rhythm of samba Indeed this

street music often incorporates lyrics about football as well as about love and politics. Brazil

and football, football and Brazil: the two are inseparable and the passion with which

Brazilians play the game is admired around the world. Every football fan knows of Pele,

Zico, Ronaldo, and Ronaldino and streets around the world are full of children trying to

copy the ball skills, and free flowing style that characterizes Brazilian football.

C. Listening - Comprehension
Listen to the rest of the report again and answer the following questions.

1. There are two reasons why people know about Brazilian football. One is because of the Brazilian

national team. What is the second reason?

But most of what the world knows about Brazilian football is down to their national team in

their famous yellow shirts, or their superstars playing in Europe.

2. What kind of leagues do Brazilian teams play in?

Basically teams play in a national league and state leagues.

3. How many teams does the national league have in leagues A and B?

Leagues A and B have 20 teams in each and the bottom four are relegated from both, while

the top four from leagues B and
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4. When was there a match fixing scandal?

…and a match-fixing scandal in 2005.

5. In which state is the Paulista league held?

…two of the most important are the Paulista in Sao Paulo,

6. Who won the Brazilian Championship last year?

Last year, the Brazilian Championship was won by Sao Paulo for the fourth time in their

history…

7. Which team did Pele play for?

And so far this year in the Paulista competition, Santos, the former team of arguably the most

famous footballer in history, Pele, are…

8. Who are leading Sao Paulo’s group in the Copa Libetedores?

…Sao Paulo in second place in their group will hope they can overcome leaders Necaxa of

Mexico away…
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Podcast 21 Worksheet

Transcript

Football in Brazil
By Damon Brewster (March 21st. 2007)

Yes, it might seem strange that we haven’t talked about football in Brazil until now. After all when
you say sport and Brazil, everyone would automatically think - football. And football is of course as
much a part of Brazilian culture and life as the rhythm of samba. Indeed this street music often
incorporates lyrics about football as well as about love and politics. Brazil and football, football and
Brazil: the two are inseparable, and the passion with which Brazilians play the game is admired
around the world. Every football fan knows of Pele, Zico, Ronaldo, and Ronaldino and streets around
the world are full of children trying to copy the ball skills, and free flowing style that characterizes
Brazilian football.

But most of what the world knows about Brazilian football is down to their national team in their
famous yellow shirts, or their superstars playing in Europe. What is football like in Brazil? Well, it’s
complicated. And it was in a state of continual change up until a few years ago. Basically teams play
in a national league and state leagues. Brazil of course is a huge country, so it makes sense to put
teams into regional groupings, but it also makes it difficult to decide which is the most important, the
powerful State leagues, like Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo or the Brazilian Championship, the
Campeonato de Brasileiro.

The national league, held from April to December, is divided into three, A, B and C. Leagues A and B
have 20 teams in each and the bottom four are relegated from both, while the top four from leagues B
and C are promoted. League C has a huge 64 teams. The many state leagues on the other hand each
have different numbers of divisions and different numbers of teams in each. The number of teams
relegated and promoted also differs from state to state. Confused? Well, add to this a lot of rule
changes, often to stop big clubs being relegated, legal arguments, and a match-fixing scandal in 2005
and it can look even more baffling. The state competitions run from January to April, and two of the
most important are the Paulista in Sao Paulo, the most successful state in terms of national
championships, and Carioca in Rio de Janeiro.

What of the clubs? Well most fans will be familiar with Corinthians, Sao Paulo, Flamengo, Palmeiras,
Vasco de Gama, Santos and Gremio, but there are up to 2000 more teams registered with the
Brazilian football federation. Last year, the Brazilian Championship was won by Sao Paulo for the
fourth time in their history, with Internacional being runners up for the second year in a row. And so
far this year in the Paulista competition, Santos, the former team of arguably the most famous
footballer in history, Pele, are leading Sao Paulo by one point in the race to be crowned champions,
while in the Carioca Copa Guanabara tournament, Madureira are the early leaders over Flamengo and
Botafogo. Of course, Brazil is represented in the Copa Libetedores as well where Santos will hope to
maintain their 100% record when they meet Gimnasia de Plata on the 21st of March, while Sao Paulo
in second place in their group will hope they can overcome leaders Necaxa of Mexico away.
Flamengo have a good chance of progressing to the last 16 as they lead group five, while Gremio are
still in with a chance lying in second place in group 3, while last years winners Internacional have it
all to do with one win and two losses so far.

I’m sure the Brazilian fans will bring their distinctive samba beat with them as they watch their clubs
fight it out with the best in los Americas.


